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DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFnCE  OF  THE  SECRETARY 
PRIVACY  ACT  OF  1974 
Notice  Systems  of  Records 

Notice  is  hereby  given  of,  a  new  records  system  maintained  by 
the  Marketing  Division  of  the  Office  of  the  General  Counsel  within 
the  Department  of  Agrkluture  (USDA),  and  required  to  be 
published  in  the  Federal  Register  and  in  annual  compilation  form 
pursuant  to  die  provisions  of  the  Privacy  Act  of  1974  (P.L.  93-S79). 

Although  this  Act  requires  only  that  the  portion  of  each  system 
which  describes  the  “routine  uses**  of  that  system  be  published  for 
public  comment,  USDA  invites  such  comment  on  aU  portions  of 
each  notice.  This  notice  will  be  adopted  as  set  forth  below,  without 
further  publication,  unless  modified  by  a  subsequent  notice  as  a 
result  of  comments  received  from  die  puMk. 

Interested  persons  may  submit  written  comments  on  this 
proposed  notice  to:  Director,  Research  and  Operations  Division, 
Office  of  the  General  Counsel,  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Washin^n,  D.C.  20250,  on  or  before  the  thirtieth  day  following 
publication  of  this  notice.  All  comments  submitted  will  ^  available 
for  puUic  inspection  during  regular  business  hours  in  Room  2321  of 
the  South  Budding,  USDA,  12th  Street  and  Independence  Avenue, 
SW.,  Washington,  D.C.  20250. 

Dated:  October  1,  1976. 

Earl  L.  Butz, 

Secretary. 

USDA/OGC-76 

System  name:  Administrative  proceedings  brought  pursuant  to  the 
Beef  Research  and  Information  Act  and  court  cases  in  which 
the  Government  is  plaintiff  and  court  cases  in  which  the 
Government  is  defendant  brought  pursuant  to  the  Beef 
Research  and  Information  Act,  USDA/OGC. 

System  location: 

Office  of  the  General  Counsel 
Marketing  Division 
USDA 

Washington,  D.C. 

Categories  of  iadhridnab  covered  by  the  system:  Individuals  who 
are  reg^ted  by  the  subject  Act  and  against  whom  the  Department 
recommends  that  an  enforcement  action  be  brought  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  or  individuals  r^ulated  by  the  subject  Act  who  file  a  petition 
with  the  Secretary  pursuant  to  the  authority  of  the  subject  Act  or 
individuals  regulated  or  not  regulated  by  the  subject  Act  who  bring 
suit  against  the  Government  or  a  Governmental  official  pursuant  to, 
or  as  a  consequence  of  the  Department*s  administration  of,  the 
subject  Act 

Categories  of  records  in  the  system:  The  system  consists  of  in¬ 
vestigatory  material  which  may  include  intradepartmental  recom¬ 
mendations  and  interdepartmental  recommendations  pertaining  to 
an  alleged  violation  of  the  subject  Act. 

Authority  for  maintenance  of  the  system:  94  P.L.  294;  7  U.S.C. 
2901  et  seq.  ' 

Routine  uses' of  records  maintained  M  the  system,  including  catego¬ 
ries  of  users  and  the  purpoaes  of  such  uses:  (1)  Referral  to  the  ap¬ 
propriate  agency,  whether  Federal,  State,  local  or  forei^  charged 
with  the  responsibility  of  investigating  or  prosecuting  a  violation  of 
law,  or  of  enforcing  or  implementing  a  statute,  rule,  regulation  or 


order  issued  pursuant  thereto,  of  any  record  within  this  system 
when  information  available  indicates  a  violation  or  potential  viola¬ 
tion  of  law,  whether  civfl,  criminal  or  regulatory  in  nature,  and 
whether  arising  by  general  statute  or  particular  program  statute,  or 
by  rule,  regulation  or  order  issued  pursuant  thereto;  (2)  Presenta¬ 
tion  or  disclosure  to  k  court,  magistrate  or  administrative  tribunal, 
or  to  opposing  counsel  in  a  proceeding  before  &ny  of  Ae  above,  of 
any  record  within  the  system  as  evidence  in  a  proceeding,  or  which 
is  sought  in  the  course  of  discovery  including  disclosure  to  oppos¬ 
ing  counsel  in  the  course  of  settlement  negotiations;  (3)  Presenta¬ 
tion,  as  needed,  in  the  course  of  presenting  evidence,  to  the  ap¬ 
propriate  Government  officials  charged  wi^  the  responsibility  of 
defending  the  Government  before  a  court,  magistrate  or  adminis^- 
tive  tribunal;  (4)  Disclosure  may  be  made  to  a  concessional  office 
from  the  record  of  an  individual  in  response  to  an  inquiry  from  the 
congressional  office  made  at  the  request  of  that  individual. 

Policies  and  practices  for  storing,  retrieving,  accessing,  retaining, 
and  disposing  of  records  in  the  system: 

Storage:  Records  are  maintained  in  file  folders  at  the  applicable 
address  listed  above. 

Retrievability:  Records  are  indexed  by  name  of  the  individual. 

Safeguards:  Records  are  kept  in  a  locked  office  or  file  cabinet. 

Retention  and  disposal:  Records  are  maintained  until  file  is  closed 
or  no  longer  needed  or  as  otherwise  provided  in  agency  directives 
and  disposed  of  or  sent  to  appropriate  record  centers  in  accordance 
with  such  directives.  -  . 

System  managerfs)  and  addrem: 

Director 

Marketing  Division 
OGC,  USDA 
Washington,  D.C.  20250. 

Notification  procedure:  Any  individual  may  request  information 
regarding  t^  system  of  records,  or  information  as  to  whether  the 
system  contains  records  pertaining  to  him  from  the  Director,  Mar¬ 
keting  Division,  OGC,  USDA,  Washington,  D.C.,  telephone  202- 
447-5935.  A  request  for  information  pertaining  to  an  individual 
should  contain:  Name,  address,  and  particulars  involved  (i.e.,  the 
name  of  action  filed.  Act  ffled  under,  etc.) 

I  Record  aceem  procedures:  Any  individual  may  obtain  information 
,  as  to  the  procedures  for  gaining  access  to  and  contesting  a  record 
I  in  the  system  which  pertains  to  him,  by  submitting  a  written 
'  request  to  the  appropriate  official  referred  to  in  the  preceding  para- 
,  graph. 

Contestfaig  record  procedures:  Same  as  Records  Access 
Procedures. 

Record  source  categories:  Information  in  this  system  comes 
primarily  from  witnesses,  agency  employees,  and  investigative  per¬ 
sonnel. 

Systems  exempted  from  certain  provisions  of  the  act:  The  portions 
of  this  system  which  involve  records  pertaining  to  administrative 
proceedmg  brought  by  the  Department  or  court  cases  in  which  the 
Govenunent  is  plaintiff  have  been  exempted  pursuant  to  5  U.S.C. 
552a(k)(2)  from  the  requirements  of  5  U.S.C.  552(c)(3),  (d),  (e)(1), 
(e)(4)(G),  (H)  and  (1)  and  (f)  because  they  consist  of  investigatory 
material  compiled  for  law  eitforcement  purposes.  See  7  CFR  1.123. 
Individual  access  to  these  files  could  impair  investigations  knd  alert 
subjects  of  investigations  that  their  activities  are  being  scrutinized, 
and  thus  allow  them  time  to  take  measures  to  prevent  detection  of 
illegal  action  or  escape  prosecution.  Disclosure  of  investigative  tech¬ 
niques  and  procedures  and  the  existence  and  identity  of  confidential 
sources  of  information  would  hamper  law  enforcement  activity. 
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Just  Released 


CODE  OF  FEDERAL  REGULATIONS 

(Revised  as  of  July  1,  1976) 

Title  33 — Navigation  and  Navigable  Waters  (Parts  1-199)  _  $6. 20 


Title  35 — Panama  Canal _  3. 50 

Title  36 — Parks,  Forests,  and  Memorials _ _ 3.40 

Title  40 — Protection  of  Environment  (Parts  0-49) _  3. 15 

Title  41 — Public  Contracts  and  Property  Management 

(Chapters  10-17) - - - -  4. 15 


[A  Cumulative  checklist  of  CFR  issuances  for  1976  appears  in  the  first  issue 
of  the  Federal  Register  each  month  under  Title  11 


Order  from  Superintendent  of  Documents, 
United  States  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington.  D.C.  20402 


